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PUBLISHERS'  NOTE 


This  booklet  has  been  written  to  teach 
the  boys  and  girls  of  the  British  Empire 
that  although  their  country  has  always 
stood  for  Peace,  there  is  something  higher 
than  Peace,  namely,  National  Honour. 

The  British  Empire  has  entered  into 
this,  the  greatest  and  most  terrible  war 
the  world  has  ever  seen,  because  it  is 
really  a  war  for  liberty,  a  war  against  war. 

Nothing  could  be  more  appropriate  than 
that  this  booklet  should  have  been  written 
by  Sir  James  H.  Yoxall,  MP.,  the  well- 
known  publicist  and  secretary  of  the 
National  Union  of  Teachers. 

The  Publishers  hope  it  will  be  read  in 
every  school  throughout  the  length  and 
breadth  of  the  British  Empire. 
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JljL  foreign  lands.  Again  our  meteor  flag  is 
streaming  over  hostile  waters.  Again  our 
soldiers  are  daring,  fighting,  standing  firm, 
and  winning.  Again  our  sailors  are  sinking 
the  enemy's  ships,  our  fleets  are  sweeping 
the  seas  in  triumph,  our  troops  are  capturing 
colonies.  For  Britain  is  again  engaged  in  a 
European  war,  as  she  was  a  century  ago. 

Boys  and  girls  in  our  streets  go  march- 
ing with  flags  and  drums  ;  there  are  mimic 
battles  in  playgrounds,  and  all  the  children  of 
the  Empire  are  excited  because  we  have  gone 
to  war.  Peace  is  best.  It  is  almost  always  a 
national  duty  to  be  peaceful ;  but  Britannic 
boys  and  girls  are  as  sure  as  their  fathers  and 
mothers  are  that  this  is  a  just  and  proper 


our  battle  bugles  are  blowing  in 
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war.  All  are  united  in  this  :  Ireland  is  with 
us,  and  Canada,  and  Australia ;  South  Africa 
is  with  us,  and  so  is  India ;  from  every  part 
of  the  United  Kingdom  and  the  Empire 
help  and  encouragement  come. 

A  FIGHT  FOR  LIBERTY 

For  this  is  a  fight  for  freedom — our  own 
freedom  and  the  freedom  of  the  world — and 
we  still  sing  "  Britons  never,  never,  never 
shall  be  slaves."  We  always  fought  against 
Powers  that  wished  to  master  Europe  ;  we 
fought  against  Spain,  we  fought  against  Louis 
XIV.,  and  we  always  won.  We  fight  against 
the  German  Emperor  now  as  our  forefathers 
fought  against  Napoleon,  who  was  a  very 
much  greater  man.  We  fight  against  the 
Kaiser  because  he  seeks  to  enslave  the  world 
to  Germany,  as  Napoleon  tried  to  enslave  the 
world  to  France. 

But  we  also  fight  against  war.  We  fight 
to  put  down  war.  This  is  a  war  to  have 
done  with  war,  once  and  for  ever.  This  is  a 
fight  to  secure  freedom  from  vast  standing 
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armies,  from  those  great,  continuous,  and 
costly  preparations  for  war  which  the  Ger- 
mans, by  keeping  their  mighty  Killing  Machine 
in  existence,  have  forced  upon  the  rest  of 
Europe  for  nearly  forty  years.  We  fight  for 
our  national  liberty,  yes  ;  but  also  we  fight 
to  free  the  whole  world  from  war  and  the 
danger  of  war. 

PRUSSIA  THE  DISTURBER 

There  was  no  other  way  of  doing  this 
but  by  fighting.  No  other  nation  than  Prussia 
has  really  wished  for  war ;  but  so  long  as 
Prussia  threatened  battle  no  other  nation  could 
be  sure  of  peace.  Prussia  has  long  been  a 
wilful  disturber  of  the  nations.  Three  times 
in  the  last  ten  years  Prussia  has  threatened 
war.  We  put  up  with  threats  twice,  but  the 
third  time  it  was  active  menace.  We  could 
not  put  up  with  that,  and  the  third  time 
must  pay  for  all.  Britain  and  the  Empire 
have  been  peaceable,  not  longing  for  battles 
nor  enrolling  a  big  Army ;  but  war  has  been 
forced  upon  us ;    it  must  be  waged,  and  it 
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shall.  France  has  been  peaceable,  too. 
France  had  begun  to  lessen  her  Army.  It 
now  turns  out  that  Austria,  Servia,  and 
Russia  could  have  kept  at  peace  with  each 
other  if  Prussia  would  have  let  them.  Only 
one  nation  actually  wished  for  war  and  meant 
it ;  this  nation  was  Prussia,  bloodthirsty  and 
almost  mad  with  pride. 

Unfortunately,  the  King  of  Prussia  was 
really  what  he  called  himself — a  War-Lord. 
He  could  make  war  whenever  he  chose,  of  his 
own  mere  whim  and  will.  His  subjects  could 
not  check  him ;  the  Prussian  nation  have 
never  really  tried  to  get  political  liberty  for 
themselves  ;  in  one  sense  they  have  been  the 
meek  slaves  of  the  Kaiser,  and  willing  slaves, 
too.  Britain  and  the  Empire  are  ruled,  under 
the  King,  by  Parliaments  and  Ministries  ;  our 
peoples  are  free,  self-governing  peoples  ;  but 
the  Prussians  and  other  Germans  are  not. 
Unfortunately,  the  Prussian  King  is  also 
German  Kaiser ;  that  is,  he  is  Emperor 
over  the  rest  of  Germany,  over  the  nations 
of  Bavaria,  Saxony,  Wurtemberg,  and  so 
on  ;   which  means  that  they,  too,  must  fight 
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if  Prussia  fought.  The  Kaiser  was  practi- 
cally War  -  Lord  of  Austria  -  Hungary  and 
Bohemia  also  ;  though  Austria-Hungary  and 
Bohemia  did  not  wish  for  war  the  Kaiser  did, 
and  the  Austro-Hungarian  Emperor,  Francis 
Joseph,  was  too  old  or  too  weak  to  withstand 
him.  These  two  Emperors  called  upon  their 
ally,  Italy,  to  help  them,  too  ;  but  the  Italians 
are  self-governed,  and  they  could  say,  as 
they  did,  that  there  was  no  need  for  Germany 
to  go  to  war,  and  they  woilld  not  help  in  it. 
The  Kaiser  has  been  the  disturber,  the  blame 
and  fault  are  his  ;  therefore  he,  and  the  un- 
happy nations  under  him,  too,  must  pay  the 
penalty.  The  Kaiser  and  his  generals  wished 
for  war ;  they  prepared  for  it,  they  began  it, 
and  now  they  have  it.  We  are  at  war  with 
them  in  earnest ;  Belgium  is  at  war  with 
them  in  earnest ;  France  and  Russia  and 
Servia  are  earnestly  at  war  with  them  ;  and 
the  war  makers  will  deserve  the  very  worst 
they  get,  for  it  is  still  true  that  "  they  that 
take  the  sword,  shall  perish  with  the  sword." 
Until  the  huge  German  Killing  Machine  is 
broken  to  bits  the  world  can  never  be  sure  of 
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peace.  We  fight  for  peace,  therefore,  mainly ; 
it  is  "Down  with  the  Kaiser"  or  down  with 
peace  and  liberty.  The  Kaiser  has  been 
the  bully  in  the  European  playground,  and 
every  boy  well  knows  that  there  is  no  peace 
for  others  until  a  bully  is  tackled  and  knocked 
out. 

WHY  THE  KAISER  MADE  THIS  WAR 

This  is  how  the  War-Lord  has  been  talk- 
ing for  years  : 

"  The  mailed  fist." 

"  The  best  word  is  a  blow." 

"  Hurrah  for  the  dry  powder  and  the  sharp  sword  !  " 
"  There  is  only  one  law,  and  that  is  the  law  /  lay 
down." 

"  There  is  only  one  master,  and  J  am  he." 

"  Our  future  lies  upon  the  water." 

"  German  colonial  aims  can  only  be  gained  when 
Germany  has  become  master  on  the  ocean." 

"  I  will  never  rest  until  I  have  raised  my  Navy  to  a 
position  similar  to  that  occupied  by  my  Army." 

"  The  trident  must  be  in  my  fist ;  nothing  must  happen 
in  any  part  of  the  world  without  my  leave." 

And  the  German  generals,  admirals,  states- 
men, professors,  and  writers  took  up  the 
same  strain  :  — 
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"  To  subdue  England  is  our  main  task  ;  let  us  bear  in 
mind  that  we  have  to  defeat  and  crush  her  absolutely, 
and  to  subdue  her  to  such  an  extent  that  her  influence  all 
over  the  world  is  broken  for  ever." 

"  Destroy  the  British  Fleet  and  punish  the  insolence 
of  the  United  States." 

"  The  19th  century  saw  a  German  Empire  ;  the  20th 
century  must  see  a  German  world." 

They  thought  they  could  master  the 
world  ;  they  bragged  that  they  would  "  crush 
France  "  and  "  destroy  the  Russian  rabble," 
then  "  capture  London  and  take  away  the 
British  colonies." 

They  insisted  on  building  a  great  Navy, 
therefore,  to  fight  ours.  We  tried  to  be  at 
peace  with  them  even  over  that,  though  our 
Navy  is  our  needful  "  sure  shield,"  for  our- 
selves and  the  Empire.  We  asked  them  to 
build  fewer  ships,  and  said  that  we  would 
do  so,  too.  They  refused.  We  suggested  a 
"  naval  holiday  "  :  no  more  British  or  Ger- 
man warships  to  be  begun  or  completed 
during  a  year ;  they  refused.  They  meant 
to  attack  us.  They  hated  us  because  they 
envied  us.  We  are  greater  than  they,  and 
they  were  jealous.    The  Kaiser  was  always 
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egging  his  people  on  to  brag  against  us,  and 
to  talk  of  making  this  thing  German,  or  of 
Germanising  that,  in  order  to  be  great.  They 
said  that  Britain  is  old  and  worn-out  and 
cowardly,  while  Germany  is  young  and  brave 
and  strong.  "  The  German  people  are  the 
rock  upon  which  God  will  build  the  civilisa- 
tion of  the  world,"  the  Kaiser  said — he  is 
always  taking  the  name  of  God  in  vain ; 
even  while  some  of  his  soldiers  were  killing 
women,  children,  and  babies  in  Belgium  and 
France  he  -took  the  name  of  God  in  vain. 
But  no  matter  what  he  says,  we  know  that 
this  war  was  begun  by  him  to  glorify  him- 
self and  to  magnify  Germany  ;  not  to  honour 
God. 

THE  GERMAN  PRETEXT  FOR  THE  WAR 

Having  their  War-Machine  ready,  on  land 
and  sea,  the  German  Government  seems  to 
have  looked  round  for  an  excuse  to  use  it. 
They  thought  they  found  this  in  one  of  the 
evil  results  of  the  Balkan  Wars.  The  heir 
to  the  Austrian  Emperor  had  been  assas- 
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sinated,  and  the  Emperor  cast  the  blame  for 
this  crime  upon  Servia,  a  small  nation  in  the 
south  of  Europe.  All  sorts  of  amends  were 
demanded,  though  Servia  as  a  nation  was 
not  guilty  ;  she  would  have  been  completely 
humbled  and  have  lost  her  independence  if 
she  had  yielded  to  these  demands.  She  con- 
sulted Russia — her  big  brother,  so  to  speak, 
for  both  belong  to  the  same  race.  Anxious 
for  European  peace,  Russia  advised  Servia 
to  comply  with  all  the  demands  but  two,  and 
to  ask  that  these  two  should  be  reconsidered. 
Austria  refused,  and  said  that  Servia  must 
yield  everything  within  forty-eight  hours. 
Then  Russia  growled,  and  Austria  began  to 
be  more  reasonable ;  but  Germany  insisted 
on  Austria  not  giving  way.  So,  then,  although 
the  Prussians  well  knew  that  Russia  would 
back  up  Servia  and  would  be  helped  by 
France,  Austria  shelled  Belgrade,  the  capital 
of  Servia,  and  the  War  began. 

For  Russia  sided  with  Servia,  and  Ger- 
many with  Austria  — her  ally ;  and  then,  as 
France  was  Russia's  ally,  war  between  Ger- 
many and  France  broke  out.    Until  then, 
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and  up  to  the  last  minute,  the  British  Govern- 
ment, through  Sir  Edward  Grey,  our  Foreign 
Secretary,  and  our  Ambassadors,  had  toiled 
for  peace.  Sir  Edward  Grey  went  out  of  his 
way,  almost  to  the  point  of  risking  British 
honour  and  British  interests,  to  keep  Europe 
and  the  Empire  free  from  war ;  all  the  world 
outside  Germany  and  Austria  now  recog- 
nises that  Britain  worked  for  peace  and  tried 
to  secure  it  up  to  the  very  minute  before  the 
guns  began  to  go  off.  But  the  war-makers 
would  not  listen  ;  it  was  the  Kaiser  and  his 
Prime  Minister,  the  German  Chancellor,  who 
refused  to  listen,  and  why  ?  — because  they 
wanted  war,  and  meant  to  have  it. 


BRAVE  LITTLE  BELGIUM 

Germany  began  by  attacking  Belgium,  a 
small  nation  that  had  no  interest  in  the 
Balkan  quarrel.  Belgium  is  a  little  coun- 
try which  lies  between  Germany  and  France. 
There  is  a  still  smaller  country  called  Luxem- 
burg, next  to  Belgium  on  the  south ;  the 
Germans  invaded  them  both.    Yet  Prussia 
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had  sworn  to  respect  the  independence  of 
Belgium.  Like  Britain,  Austria,  France,  and 
Russia,  she  had  undertaken  by  solemn  Treaty 
to  defend  this  little  land  from  anybody's 
attack.  But  what  is  a  Treaty  in  the  eyes  of 
German  rulers  ?  "  A  scrap  of  paper  "  the 
German  Chancellor  called  it  to  our  Ambas- 
sador. He  did  not  want  to  remember  that 
that  "  scrap  of  paper  "  was  the  sealed  evidence 
of  the  solemn  promise  and  duty  of  Prussia,  as 
well  as  of  Britain  and  France.  But  Prussia's 
bond  is  no  better  than  her  word. 

When  the  Big  Bully  began  to  threaten 
little  Belgium,  Britain  stepped  in.  Our  Am- 
bassador at  Berlin  said  that  if  German  troops 
entered  Belgium  we  should  have  to  declare 
war.  "  Are  you  going  to  war  for  '  a  scrap  of 
paper 5  ?  "  the  German  Chancellor  asked. 
France  promised  Sir  Edward  Grey  to  leave 
Belgium  untouched,  but  Germany  would  not 
promise,  and,  as  our  Ambassador  cabled 
on  the  4th  of  August,  1914,  the  German 
troops  entered  Belgian  territory,  and  Liege 
was  summoned  to  surrender.  Upon  this, 
Britain     declared     war     upon  Germany, 
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in  defence  of  Belgium  and  the  solemn 
Treaties  of  international  law.  We  had 
promised  to  protect  the  Belgians,  and  we 
kept  our  word. 

All  the  world  has  heard  with  wonder  of 
what  befell  at  the  city  of  Liege.  Germany 
is  eighteen  times  as  big  as  Belgium,  and  the 
Germans  thought  they  could  march  across 
the  little  land  in  three  days ;  their  troops 
came  marching  to  Liege  all  spick  and  span 
in  new  uniforms,  with  everything  warlike  new 
and  ready,  and  with  "  1871  "  printed  upon 
their  pennons.  But  the  Belgian  big  guns  at 
Liege  broke  their  columns  and  held  them 
back ;  as  the  King  of  the  little  country  said, 
"  David  is  withstanding  Goliath.55  And  the 
brave  Belgians  have  been  withstanding  big 
Germany  ever  since. 

GOOD  REASONS  FOR  FIGHTING 

All  the  world  now  knows  why  Britain  and 
the  Empire  have  gone  to  war.  Mr.  Asquith, 
the  Prime  Minister,  has  declared  that  these 
are  the  three  great  reasons  :  — 
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"  In  the  first  place,  to  vindicate  the  faith  of  Treaty 
obligations,  and  the  existence  of  what  is  properly  called 
the  public  law  of  Europe  ; 

"  In  the  second  place,  to  assert  and  to  enforce  the  in- 
dependence of  free  States  which  are  relatively  small  and 
weak,  against  the  encroachments  and  the  violence  of  the 
strong ;  and 

"  In  the  third  place,  to  withstand  in  the  best  interests, 
not  only  of  our  own  Empire  but  of  civilisation  at  large, 
the  arrogant  claim  of  a  single  Power  to  dominate  the 
development  of  the  destinies  of  Europe." 

In  all  this  war  there  is  nothing  for  us  to 
be  ashamed  of :  we  fight  for  honour.  You 
know  what  honour  is  among  schoolboys — I 
do  not  mean  prize-winning,  or  getting  one's 
name  written  in  gold  letters  upon  an  honours 
board,  but  straight  dealing,  truth- speaking, 
and  "  playing  the  game."  Well,  we  are  stand- 
ing up  for  honour  among  nations,  while  Ger- 
many is  playing  the  sneak  and  the  bully  in 
the  big  European  school.  Germany  must  be 
taught  to  "  play  cricket,55  to  play  fair,  to 
honour  "  a  scrap  of  paper,55  not  to  be  false 
and  cruel,  and  not  to  threaten  and  brag. 
A  boy  who  behaved  as  Germany  has  done 
would  be  "  sent  to  Coventry 55  by  all  the 
school. 
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BRITAIN  AND  FRANCE 

That  "  1871  "  which  flaunted  on  the  Ger- 
man pennons  referred  to  the  defeat  of  France. 
Before  the  year  1870  the  French  Emperor 
had  been  the  bully  in  Europe.  Germany 
fought  France  and  conquered  her  in  1871, 
but  was  not  content  with  that ;  for  Germany 
has  been  threatening  to  conquer  France  again, 
almost  ever  since.  Forty-four  years  ago 
France  threw  off  the  yoke  of  her  unworthy 
Emperor,  and  began  to  become  a  peaceable, 
strong,  self-governing  nation,  ruling  by  Par- 
liaments and  Cabinets  much  in  the  way  we  do. 
Maybe  Germany,  when  she  is  thoroughly 
beaten,  may  do  the  same,  getting  rid  of 
Kaisers  and  learning  how  to  be  strong  and 
quiet  and  free. 

France,  often  our  foe,  had  become  our 
friend  during  the  last  few  years.  Therefore, 
when  France  began  fighting  against  Germany 
and  helping  Belgium  to  fight  Germany,  we 
sent  our  troops  into  Belgium  and  France. 
Our  Army  there  was  small  at  first,  not  more 
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than  100,000— "  a  contemptible  little  Army," 
the  Kaiser  called  it.  But  at  Mons  our 
gallant  soldiers  held  their  position  against 
German  forces  twice  as  large ;  at  Cambrai 
they  beat  off  German  forces  four  times  as 
large.  Belgium  and  France  are  grateful  for 
this.  A  French  general,  speaking  by  a 
graveside,  said  :  — 

"  I  am  here  to  bid  a  last  adieu,  in  the  name  of  the 
French  Army,  to  Captain  Stephen,  of  the  Grenadier 
Guards,  who  died  on  the  field  of  honour  while  fighting. 
Captain  Douglas  Stephen  belonged  to  the  noble  British 
nation  which  offered  us  its  hand  and  lent  us  its  generous 
assistance  to  drive  out  of  France  the  hordes  who  invade 
our  territory.  Adieu,  Captain  Stephen,  rest  peacefully. 
France  does  not  forget  her  friends,  and  will  know  how 
to  cherish  your  memory," 

OUR  DUTY  AS  WELL  AS   OUR  PRIDE 

Britain  is  keeping  her  pledges  ;  our  Fleet 
and  Army  are  warring  for  the  right ;  our  war 
bugles  blow  and  the  meteor  flag  streams  for 
honour  and  duty,  as  well  as  with  honour  and 
glory.  All  the  world  has  read  in  the  news- 
papers how  the  Germans  fight ;  they  fight 
with  courage,  but  often  with  cowardice  and 


18    Why  Britain  Went  to  War 

sneaking,  putting  women  and  children  in 
front  of  them  as  a  screen  from  British 
attacks,  and  using  false  flags,  false  uniforms, 
false  Red  Crosses,  false  bugle-calls.  Many  of 
them  have  been  horribly  cruel,  too,  torturing, 
maiming,  and  slaughtering  old  people,  women, 
and  children,  burning  houses,  cities,  and 
people,  and  even  killing  babies.  They  have 
acted  on  the  advice  of  their  Kaiser.  "  No 
quarter  is  to  be  given,  no  prisoners  are  to  be 
taken  ;  let  all  who  fall  into  your  hands  be 
at  your  disposal,"  he  once  said. 

But  here,  on  the  other  hand,  is  a  French 
account  of  how  our  soldiers  fight.  Gaston 
Bossier,  private  in  the  6th  Cuirassiers,  tells 
the  following  story  : — 

"  We  were  together,"  this  French  soldier  says,  "  the 
Cuirassiers  of  France  and  the  Royal  Engineers  of  Britain  ; 
and  we  had  retired  across  the  River  Aisne.  The  Germans 
were  trying  to  rush  their  masses  across  the  bridge  after 
us.  Therefore,  the  bridge  had  to  be  blown  up.  German 
sharpshooters  were  firing  at  us  from  a  clump  of  trees,  and 
their  machine-guns  were  working  havoc ;  the  whole 
place  was  an  inferno  of  mitrailleuse  and  rifle  fire.  Into 
this  your  Royal  Engineers  suddenly  went.  A  party  of 
them  dashed  towards  the  bridge,  and,  although  losing 
heavily,  managed  to  lay  a  charge  sufficient  to  destroy 
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it,  but  before  they  could  light  the  fuse  they  were  all 
killed. 

"  Then  we  waited.  Another  body  of  your  brave 
fellows  had  crept  near  the  bridge  and  had  taken  cover,  but 
the  German  sharpshooters  had  got  the  range,  and  were 
pouring  in  a  deadly  fire.  In  the  next  few  minutes  we 
Frenchmen  saw  something  which  we  shall  remember  to  our 
dying  day.  One  of  the  Engineers  made  a  rush,  alone, 
towards  the  fuse  ;  he  was  killed  before  he  had  got  half- 
way, but  immediately  he  was  down  another  man  dashed 
up,  and  ran  in  until  he,  too,  fell  dead,  almost  over  the  body 
of  his  comrade." 

They  died  on  the  field  of  honour.  But 

the  great  story  goes  on  :  — 

"  A  third,  a  fourth,  a  fifth,  attempted  to  run  the  gauntlet 
of  the  German  rifles,  and  all  of  them  met  death  in  the  same 
way.  Others  dashed  out  after  them,  one  by  one,  until  the 
death-roll  numbered  eleven.  Then  for  an  instant  the 
German  rifles  slackened,  and  in  that  moment  the  bridge 
was  blown  up  ;  for  the  twelfth  man,  racing  across  the 
space  where  the  dead  bodies  of  his  comrades  lay,  lit  the 
fuse  and  sent  the  bridge  up  with  a  roar." 

Many  British  women  are  fighting  just  as 
bravely  as  that,  in  another  way,  upon  the 
field  of  battle,  working  as  nurses  in  the  Red 
Cross  hospitals  and  tents,  often  under  fire 
and  always  amidst  danger ;  for  perhaps 
the  worst  disgrace  to  the  Germans  is 
that  they  do  not  respect  the  Geneva  Cross, 
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OUR  EFFORTS  AT  HOME 

People  at  home  are  working,  too,  and 
giving,  and  this  is  fighting  in  another  way. 
The  Prince  of  Wales5  National  Relief  Fund 
is  raising  vast  sums  of  money  to  help  people 
to  whom  the  war  has  brought  distress.  Local 
Funds  are  doing  the  same.  Belgian  refugees 
are  being  cared  for  here,  and  the  wounded  are 
being  healed.  Parliament  has  worked  and 
fought,  by  raising  the  money  to  pay  the  cost 
of  our  Army  and  Navy  at  war,  and  by  passing 
special  laws  which  help  in  war-time.  The  King 
and  Queen  have  been  working,  visiting  the 
wounded  and  caring  for  the  new  Army. 
Here  is  the  King's  brave  Speech  to  Parlia- 
ment on  September  18th  :  — 

"  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

"  After  every  endeavour  had  been  made  by  my  Govern- 
ment to  preserve  the  peace  of  the  world,  I  was  compelled 
in  the  assertion  of  Treaty  obligations  and  for  the  protection 
of  the  public  law  of  Europe  and  the  vital  interests  of  my 
Empire,  to  go  to  war. 

"  My  Navy  and  Army  have,  with  unceasing  vigilance, 
courage,  and  skill,  sustained,  in  association  with  gallant 
and  faithful  Allies,  a  just  and  righteous  cause. 
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"  From  every  part  of  my  Empire  there  has  been  a 
spontaneous  and  enthusiastic  rally  to  our  common  flag. 

"  We  are  fighting  for  a  worthy  purpose,  and  we  shall 
not  lay  down  our  arms  until  that  purpose  has  been  fully 
achieved." 


ENLISTMENT  IN  MANY  WAYS 

By  the  hundred  thousand  new  forces  are 
being  enrolled.  Many  regiments  of  Terri- 
torials have  volunteered  for  service  abroad, 
and  these  have  been  replaced  by  new  regi- 
ments, volunteering  to  defend  us  at  home. 
We  shall  soon  have  a  million  men  under 
arms  ;  they  come  from  all  classes  and  kinds 
of  homes,  and  more  splendid  fellows  were 
never  seen  in  uniform  ;  there  are  many  new 
Marines  and  Naval  volunteers  also.  Our 
Fleets  keep  watch  and  ward,  our  trade  goes 
on,  our  ships  sail  safely  across  the  oceans, 
and  into  the  Mediterranean  ;  so  let  us  think 
of  this  as  the  poet  Browning  did,  one  sun- 
set, when  he  passed  near  scenes  of  our 
ancient  battle  glory  and  British  victory  every- 
where :  — 
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"Nobly,  nobly,  Cape  St.  Vincent  to  the  north-west 
died  away : 

Sunset  ran,  one  glorious  blood-red,  reeking  into  Cadiz 
Bay ; 

Bluish  'mid  the  burning  water,  full  in  face  Trafalgar 
lay ; 

In  the  dimmest  north-east  distance  dawned  Gibraltar 

grand  and  grey. 
Here  and  here  did  England  help  me :  how  can  /  help 

England?  say  !  " 

u  Yes,  how  can  J  help  Britain  and  the 
Empire  ?  "  ;  each  of  us,  in  our  own  part  of  the 
Empire.  Boys  and  girls  cannot  enlist  in  the 
Army,  but  there  are  cadet  corps,  there  are  the 
Boy  Scouts  and  the  Girl  Guides,  there  are  Relief 
Funds  and  home  efforts.  Boys  and  girls  whose 
fathers  are  away  with  the  Regulars,  the  Terri- 
torials, or  the  Volunteers  from  oversea,  can  help 
by  helping  at  home  the  more ;  the  richer  boys 
and  girls  can  help  the  poorer  out  of  their 
pocket-money. 

One  who  was  once  a  poor  boy,  and  is  now 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  spoke  thus  the 
other  day  :  — 

"  I  know  a  valley  in  Wales  between  the  mountains  and 
the  sea — a  beautiful  valley,  snug,  comfortable,  sheltered  by 
the  mountains  from  all  the  bitter  blast.    It  was  very  ener- 
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vating,  and  I  remember  how  the  boys  were  in  the  habit  of 
climbing  the  hill  above  the  village  to  have  a  glimpse 
of  the  great  mountains  in  the  distance,  and  to  be 
stimulated  and  freshened  by  the  breezes  which  came 
from  the  hill-tops.  We  have  been  living  in  a  sheltered 
valley  for  generations.  We  have  been  too  comfortable, 
too  indulgent,  many  perhaps  too  selfish,  and  the  stern  hand 
of  fate  has  scourged  us  to  an  elevation  whence  we  can 
see  the  great  everlasting  things  that  matter  for  a  nation — 
the  great  peaks  of  honour  we  had  forgotten — duty,  patriot- 
ism, and,  clad  in  glittering  white,  the  great  pinnacle  of 
sacrifice,  pointing  like  a  rugged  finger  to  heaven.  We  shall 
descend  into  the  valleys  again,  but  as  long  as  the  men  and 
women  of  this  generation  last  th.ey  will  carry  in  their  hearts 
the  image  of  these  great  mountain  peaks,  whose  founda- 
tions are  not  shaken  though  Europe  rock  and  sway  in  a 
great  war." 

Yes ;  we  must  all  enlist,  each  in  the  way 
open  to  us.  We  all  must  help,  if  we  mean  to 
win.  We  will  not  brag,  as  the  Germans  did  ; 
we  will  be  quiet  and  steady  and  strong ;  but 
we  will  be  determined  to  win,  each  doing 
our  part  in  this  great  fight  for  peace  and 
freedom.  And  we  will  be  proud,  proud,  glad 
and  proud,  of  our  Race,  our  Flag,  and  our 
Cause. 


(So£>  Save  tbe  Iking 


God  save  our  gracious  King! 
Long  live  our  noble  King ! 

God  save  the  King! 
Send  him  victorious, 
Happy  and  glorious, 
Long  to  reign  over  us, 

God  save  the  King! 

Thy  choicest  gifts  in  store, 
On  him  be  pleased  to  pour — 

Long  may  he  reign  ! 
May  he  defend  our  laws, 
And  ever  give  us  cause 
To  sing  with  heart  and  voice, 

God  save  the  King  ! 


Printed  by  Cassell  &  Company,  Limited,  La  Belle  Sauvage,  London,  E.C. 


